
Jesus is Risen
John 20

Circle the pictures of words you hear in the story or draw your own.

Very early one morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene decided to start her week by 

visiting the tomb of Jesus. She loved and followed Jesus. Jesus had only been dead a few days, so 

she was still very sad and missed him.

When she arrived at the garden, she was shocked to find that the massive stone that closed the 

tomb had been rolled away. She rushed back to Simon Peter and another disciple and told them,   

“They have taken our Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him.”

The disciples ran to the tomb and found it open just as Mary Magdalene had said. Inside, they 

found the linen and cloths lying where Jesus’ body had been. It looked as though Jesus’ body 

had vanished from inside them; they were not moved or undone. After seeing this, the disciples 

believed Mary Magdalene, but they still did not understand that Jesus had risen from the dead. 

Then, they left and went back to where they were staying.

Mary stayed behind and kept crying. When she looked back into the tomb, there were two angels 

sitting where Jesus’ body had been. They asked her why she was crying. She told them the same 

thing that she told the two disciples then turned away from them. Jesus was standing right behind 

her, but she did not realize it was him. She thought it was a gardener.

Jesus also asked,  “Why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”

Mary still thought he was the gardener responsible for taking care of the garden and the tomb. 

She pleaded with him to tell her where the body had been taken.

Jesus said her name, “Mary.”

That is when she recognized her friend’s voice and cried out, “Teacher!” She wanted to wrap her 

arms around Jesus and hold onto him, but Jesus told her instead to go and tell the others, “He is 

alive! He is risen! He is going to be with our Father God.”

Mary rushed back to the disciples to share the good news! She told them all that she had seen and 

all that Jesus said to her.

Jesus appeared to the disciples and many others before he ascended to be with God.

Write, draw, or act out all of the different emotions 
that Mary Magdalene must have been feeling.



• Practice: Read or listen to the stories of 
John 20, 21 and Acts 1. Jesus’ followers 
didn’t immediately recognize him at times. 
Reflect on recent events in your life and look 
for ways that God was present with you that 
perhaps you didn’t notice right away.

• Feast: Imagine you are Mary Magdalene. 
How would your life be different if you 
encountered the risen Jesus? How would you 
view the promise of his return differently 
knowing he died and rose just as he said he 
would? Now consider how you can allow the 
belief in Jesus’ resurrection and promise of 
a future return shape you. What are tangible 
ways you can display your hope in this good 
news? 

Share what you wonder about 
the story with the person who 
read it to you.

 Share a story of a time when 
you were feeling really sad, 
then suddenly really happy.

Family Time Ideas

Jesus might have felt… 
[draw a picture to show 
his feelings]

Back then, I felt…

Draw or write your prayer here.



Jesus is Risen
John 20

Very early one morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene decided to 

start her week by visiting the tomb of Jesus. She loved and followed Jesus. 

Jesus had only been dead a few days, so she was still very sad and missed 

him.

When she arrived at the garden, she was shocked to find that the massive 

stone that closed the tomb had been rolled away. She rushed back to Simon 

Peter and another disciple and told them, “They have taken our Lord out of 

the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him.”

The disciples ran to the tomb and found it open just as Mary Magdalene had 

said. Inside, they found the linen and cloths lying where Jesus’ body had 

been. It looked as though Jesus’ body had vanished from inside them; they 

were not moved or undone. After seeing this, the disciples believed Mary 

Magdalene, but they still did not understand that Jesus had risen from the 

dead. Then, they left and went back to where they were staying.

Mary stayed behind and kept crying. When she looked back into the tomb, 

there were two angels sitting where Jesus’ body had been. They asked her 

why she was crying. She told them the same thing that she told the two 

disciples then turned away from them. Jesus was standing right behind her, 

but she did not realize it was him. She thought it was a gardener.

Jesus also asked,  “Why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”

Mary still thought he was the gardener responsible for taking care of the 

garden and the tomb. She pleaded with him to tell her where the body had 

been taken.

Jesus said her name, “Mary.”

That is when she recognized her friend’s voice and cried out, “Teacher!” She 

wanted to wrap her arms around Jesus and hold onto him, but Jesus told 

her instead to go and tell the others, “He is alive! He is risen! He is going to 

be with our Father God.”

Mary rushed back to the disciples to share the good news! She told them all 

that she had seen and all that Jesus said to her.

Jesus appeared to the disciples and many others before he ascended to be 

with God.

Use the blank space on this page to write or doodle 
what you picture as you read the story or find the 
coloring page for this story to color. 

What was new or interesting?

I noticed….



I wonder...

Share a time when you were feeling really 
sad, then suddenly really happy.

Jesus might have felt… 
[draw a picture to show 
his feelings]

Back then, I felt…

• Practice: Read or listen to the stories of John 

20, 21 and Acts 1. Jesus’ followers didn’t 
immediately recognize him at times. Reflect 
on recent events in your life and look for ways 
that God was present with you that perhaps 
you didn’t notice right away.

• Feast: Imagine you are Mary Magdalene. How 
would your life be different if you encountered 
the risen Jesus? How would you view the 
promise of his return differently knowing he 
died and rose just as he said he would? Now 
consider how you can allow the belief in Jesus’ 
resurrection and promise of a future return 
shape you. What are tangible ways you can 
display your hope in this good news? 

Family Time Ideas
Write your prayer here.



Use the blank space on this page to write or 
doodle what you picture as you read the story 
or find the coloring page for this story to color.

Read
Consider reading the story a few times as you reflect and 
respond. You could use another translation of the Bible that 
you have at home, an app, or online to hear the story a little 
differently, maybe even read a kids version.

Jesus is Risen
John 20:1-8

Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone was moved away 
from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one Jesus loved, gasping for breath. “They took the Master from the 
tomb. We don’t know where they’ve put him.”

Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. They ran, 
neck and neck. The other disciple got to the tomb first, outrunning Peter. 
Stooping to look in, he saw the pieces of linen cloth lying there, but he didn’t 
go in. Simon Peter arrived after him, entered the tomb, observed the linen 
cloths lying there, and the kerchief used to cover his head not lying with 
the linen cloths but separate, neatly folded by itself. Then the other disciple, 
the one who had gotten there first, went into the tomb, took one look at the 
evidence, and believed. No one yet knew from the Scripture that he had to 
rise from the dead. The disciples then went back home.

But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she knelt to look 
into the tomb and saw two angels sitting there, dressed in white, one at the 
head, the other at the foot of where Jesus’ body had been laid. They said to 
her, “Woman, why do you weep?”

“They took my Master,” she said, “and I don’t know where they put him.” 
After she said this, she turned away and saw Jesus standing there. But she 
didn’t recognize him.

Jesus spoke to her, “Woman, why do you weep? Who are you looking for?”

She, thinking that he was the gardener, said, “Sir, if you took him, tell me 
where you put him so I can care for him.”

Jesus said, “Mary.”

Turning to face him, she said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” meaning “Teacher!”

Jesus said, “Don’t cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
to my brothers and tell them, ‘I ascend to my Father and your Father, my 
God and your God.’”

Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples: “I saw the Master!” 
And she told them everything he said to her.

Jesus later appeared to the disciples and many others, performing God-
revealing signs, before ascending to be with God the Father.



• Practice: Read or listen to the stories of 
John 20, 21 and Acts 1. Jesus’ followers 
didn’t immediately recognize him at 
times. Reflect on recent events in your 
life and look for ways that God was 
present with you that perhaps you didn’t 
notice right away.

• Feast: Imagine you are Mary Magdalene. 
How would your life be different if you 
encountered the risen Jesus? How 
would you view the promise of his return 
differently knowing he died and rose 
just as he said he would? Now consider 
how you can allow the belief in Jesus’ 
resurrection and promise of a future 
return shape you. What are tangible 
ways you can display your hope in this 
good news? 

Application Ideas

Write your prayer here.

Reflect

What did you wonder about in this story?

What did you find new or interesting in this story?

What word[s] or phrase stuck out to you in the passage?

How do you imagine Jesus felt in this story?

Think of a time when you felt that way. How did you respond?

Respond
Really notice the feelings the story evoked and the things 
that stood out to you in it. Use the following questions to 
consider how you can respond to this story.

What does this story tell me about who God is? And who I am?

What might that mean for how I live my life?

What might God be calling me to in response to this story?


