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Seven Last Words Devotional Guide

The seven last words of Jesus from the cross, also known as the sayings of Jesus on the cross, are
commonly used in churches around the world during Lent, specifically on Good Friday. Perhaps
you've attended a Tenebrae service on Good Friday that focused on the seven last words of Jesus.
Or maybe the seven last words aren‘t focused on much in your tradition, and these are new to you.
Either way, we think you're going to love our Seven Last Words products, including this Devotional

Guide, and our Seven Last Words Coloring Posters and Coloring Pages.

This Seven Last Words Devotional Guide, written by Erika Marksbury, is best when used together with
our Seven Last Words Coloring Posters and Coloring Pages. The illustrations and weekly reflections

focus on one word we chose from each of the seven sayings. Each reflection is thoughtfully written to
engage readers and listeners of all ages by connecting Jesus' life-giving words from the cross to our

daily lives today.

When we shared this theme with a group of our customers, some expressed some initial concern
about the topic of the crucifixion, and how children would receive it. lllustrated Children’s Ministry
serves communities from over 60+ denominations, and we wanted to create a way to reflect on these
seven last words that would be visually appropriate for all ages and people from different theological

backgrounds.

We have spent a lot of time discussing this as a team, and we are excited about the poster designs
and the content of this accompanying devotional guide. We think that the coloring posters and

devotional guide are age-appropriate for young children, and will appeal to all of our customers.
One-word Focus

Aware that there was so much to focus on with the sayings of Jesus on the cross, we decided to
reflect on one specific word from each of the seven sayings. That word then informed the direction of

our illustrations and the content for the devotional guide.

Below you can see the scripture and our focus word for each of the poster illustrations and

devotions:

¢ Poster One: KNOW - God, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing. (Luke
23:34)

e Poster Two: TRUTH - Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43)

® Poster Three: HERE - Here is your son. Here is your mother. (John 19:26-27)
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¢ Poster Four: FORSAKEN - My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46)
* Poster Five: THIRSTY - | am thirsty. (John 19:28)

e Poster Six: FINISHED - It is finished. (John 19:30)

e Poster Seven: COMMEND - God, into your hands | commend my spirit. {Luke 23:46}

¢ Poster Eight: BELIEVE - (with a focus on Luke 24:10-11)

You can purchase the Seven Last Words Coloring Posters or the Seven Last Words Coloring Pages

from the lllustrated Children's Ministry’s store: store.illustratedchildrensministry.com

We hope that the Seven Last Words Devotional Guide is a meaningful addition for you this year. And
as always, please let us know what you like or what you think could be improved upon for next year.
We love your feedback because it helps us create even better products in the future. You can send us

an email at icm@illustratedchildrensministry.com with your comments or suggestions.

Peace,

o

Adam Walker Cleaveland
Founder of lllustrated Children's Ministry, LLC.
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